364                            OLIVER   CROMWELL.
of April in this year,, 1651, hy the capture of a vessel on the coast of Scotland with despatches for the Earl of Derby; and Love, with one or two others, was condemned to die. He wrote a full confession,, and great efforts were made to save his life.
It is said that Cromwell, on being appealed to, wrote in favour of mercy, but that the letter was intercepted by the Royalists,, who kept it back, saying, " let the villain die:"* He was executed on August 22nd, and several agents in the conspiracy were yet in prison when the Lord-General returned to London. John Maidston, writing to Governor Winthrop,f says that Cromwell procured the release of these men. And this is confirmed to a certain extent by what Ludlow says of a policy very surprising. to the inflexible republican. Cromwell now, we are told, " endeavoured to oblige the royal party by procuring for them more favourable conditions than consisted with the justice of Parliament to grant, under colour of quieting the spirits of many people, and keeping them from engaging in new disturbances to rescue themselves out of those fears which many who acted for the King yet lay under."% Ludlow assures us that by this policy " he designed nothing, as by the success was most manifest, but to advance himself by all manner of means." On this point everyone must use his own judgment. We are contented to accept the fact that Cromwell was in favour of a merciful policy. In pursuance of this he pressed an Act of amnesty and oblivion. With all his efforts, however, he could not get it passed till February 1652.
The progress of disarmament was not satisfactory. It was hindered by the necessity for keeping up a sufficient force to meet promptly any new Royalist attempts on the Commonwealth. New regiments, raised specially to meet the Scottish invasion, were disbanded at once. But the veterans of the "New Model" were kept together, suitably recruited, and maintained at a strength of about 20,000 men, distributed through the three kingdoms. On the other hand the fleet had to be largely increased, owing to Dutch hostility.
The affairs of Scotland were entrusted for settlement to eight Commissioners appointed in October. The chief of
* Carlyle says of this story, " never repeat it more." But it is worth repeating if only to show the sort of influence believed hy Royalists to he exerted lay Cromwell, actuated, of course, hy "dissimulation."
t Thurloe, I. 765.                     J; "Memoirs," p. 110, folio edition, 1751.go to mine house, to eat and to drink ? As thou livest, and as thy soul liveth, I will not do this thing." These were the words that prompted in Oliver
